
FMSO Percussion Candidates: 

Following is the Fargo Moorhead Symphony percussion audition repertoire. Aside from the 
attached material, you will be expected to demonstrate sight reading abilities on both mallets 
(two mallet xylophone) and snare drum. 


Not all of the excerpts required can be reproduced here, since they are not public domain. 
Please research your excerpt books or consult the works cited below, to find these selections. 
They are marked •• .


For any further questions, please contact the Personnel Manager, Joan Covington, 
library@fmsymphony.org. 


You are welcome to bring and use your own aux percussion items (triangle, crash cymbals, and 
tambourine), but you will audition using the FMSO snare drum (a Clevelander 6.5x14 wood 
shell), xylophone (a Ludwig rosewood M50), and a Fall Creek glockenspiel in order to facilitate a 
quick, smooth, and equal audition process.  Auxiliary items (an Alan Abel 6” Symphonic triangle 
with single clip and beater, 18” Sabian crash cymbals, and a Black Swamp beryllium copper 
jingle tambourine) will also be available for candidates’ use. 

The audition will include the following (plus sight reading): 

Snare drum: 
•• Prokofiev, Lieutenant Kije, mvt 1 


(Source: “Orchestra Repertoire for the Snare Drum,” by Raynor Carroll, Batterie 
Music)


Rimsky-Korsakov, Scheherezade, movements 3 and 4


Xylophone: 
•• Shostakovich, “Polka” from The Golden Age 
•• Gershwin, Overture to Porgy & Bess, beginning through the downbeat of measure 18


(Source: “Modern School for Xylophone, Marimba, and Vibraphone,” by Morris 
Goldenberg, Warner Brothers Publications)


Orchestra bells: 
Dukas, The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, [17] - [24]


Tambourine: 
Dvorak, Carnival Overture


Triangle: 
Brahms, Symphony No. 4, movement 3


Cymbals:  
Tchaikovsky, Symphony No. 4, [G] to end

Tchaikovsky, Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture
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